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SOPHE SNAPSHOT PRIVATE 

PURPOSE
SOPHE is a 501 (c)(3) professional organization founded in 1950 to promote the health of all people by: stimulating research on the theory and practice of health education; supporting high quality performance standards for the practice of health education and health promotion; advocating for policy and legislation affecting health education and health promotion; and developing and promoting standards for professional preparation of health education professionals. SOPHE is the only professional organization devoted exclusively to public health education and health promotion.

MEMBERSHIP
At the national level, SOPHE’s membership comprises more than 2,200 individuals with formal training and/or an interest in health education and health promotion throughout the United States and 25 international countries.  Members work in schools, universities, medical/managed care settings, corporations, voluntary health agencies, international organizations, and federal, state and local government.  There are currently 23 SOPHE chapters covering 32 states, northern Mexico, and Western Canada and two chapters under development.

GOVERNANCE
SOPHE is governed by a Board of Trustees including all officers, two trustees elected at large, and four trustees elected from the House of Delegates, which comprises all chapters. The House and Board hold two business meetings per year and monthly conference calls.  Chapters must meet National SOPHE requirements, although they are autonomous in governing and financial structure.

PUBLICATIONS
(1) Health Education & Behavior (formerly Health Education Quarterly), one of the most frequently cited journals in the field, now published bimonthly.

(2) Health Promotion Practice, a quarterly journal launched in 2000. Articles are devoted to authoritative practical applications of health promotion and education.

(3)
"News & Views", a bimonthly newsletter including new resources, developments and meetings in the field.

(4)
Annual Membership Directory and Buyer's Guide, including key organizational information, member contact information, and resources for health education professionals.

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS AND CAUCUSES
(1)
Children, Adolescents & School Health

(5)  Health Communications/Social Marketing

(2)
International/Cross Cultural Health

(6)   Worksite Health

(3)
Community Health Education


(7)  Anthropology & Public Health

(4)
Medical Care/Patient Education




Caucues:
(1) University Faculty


(2)  Student/New Professionals

STRATEGIC PLAN

SOPHE’s 2002-2005 strategic plan includes 28 objectives in the following 6 major goal areas:

· To expand the reach and effectiveness of SOPHE’s advocacy efforts.

· To promote the use of health education to eliminate health disparities. 

· To review, expand and promote a dynamic research agenda for health education and behavioral sciences.

· To support and enhance the professional preparation and training of health educators and public health professionals.

· To proactively market health education.

· To continually elevate SOPHE’s performance in operations, governance and resource development to achieve the strategic plan

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

SOPHE supports professional development by:

(a) Offering two continuing education conferences annually, each attracting 300-600 health professionals.  The SOPHE Annual Meeting is held the weekend immediately prior to the American Public Health Association (APHA) annual meeting, and the SOPHE Midyear Scientific Conference occurs in May or June.

(b) Promoting and providing distance learning opportunities such as webcast, video teleconferences, audiotapes, and self-study journal articles to enhance CE opportunities for health professionals at the local level.  SOPHE is the largest multiple-event provider of continuing education contact hours for certified health education specialists.

(c) Providing a nationwide network of trainers for the CDC health communications program/CD-ROM, CDCynergy, as well as experts for CDC’s Corporate University courses in Health Communications.

(d) Sponsoring the nation’s only Public Health Education Leadership Institute, in cooperation with ASTDHPPHE and SSDHPER. Entering its sixth class in 2003.

ADVOCACY

SOPHE’s Advocacy Committee meets monthly, with representation from all 23 Chapters.  A listserv facilitates rapid communication and action on national legislative issues. SOPHE also adopts resolutions that provide an organizational foundation for national/local action on selected issues.  SOPHE has taken the lead for the last 6 years in organizing a health education-wide Advocacy Summit, with advocacy training and visits to Capitol Hill.  The Society’s national office is located 5 minutes from Capitol Hill.

PARTNERSHIPS

Alliance for Behavioral and Social Science

American Association for Health Education

American Psychological Association "Decade of Behavior"

Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors

Directors of Health

      Promotion & Education 

Brady Center to Prevent Handgun Violence/Coalition to Stop Gun Violence

Co-Management Learning Network 

CDC Coalition

CDC Community Preventative Services Guide

Coalition of National Health Education Organizations

Council on Public Health Linkages

Friends of HRSA

International Union for Health Promotion and Education

Healthy People 2010 Consortium

NFPA International

NHLBI National Asthma Education Coordinating Committee

NHLBI National Cholesterol Education Committee

NLM Partnership for Health Information Access

National Coalition for Promoting Physical Activity

National Coalition to Support Sexuality Education

National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc

National Coordinating Committee on School Health

National Council on Folic Acid

National Public Health Partnership

Partnership for Anthrax Vaccine Education

Research!America

Research to Prevention Coalition 

Society for State Directors of Health, Physical Education &Recreation

United Nations Public Information Division
RECENT & CURRENT ACTIVITIES

(a) Conducting a major HRSA-funded study to evaluate the impact of health education credentialing on individuals, organizations, and society at large.

(b) Publication of two focus issues of Health Promotion Practice on injury prevention and control (April 2003) and tobacco prevention and control (July 2003); special supplemental theme issue “The Shifting Landscape: Five Years After the Master Settlement Agreement” to be published July 2004 in collaboration with the Tobacco Technical Assistance Consortium.

(c) Sponsoring a 3-year National Task Force on Accreditation in Health Education, with the American Association of Health Education, to strengthen professional preparation in health education.

(d) Conducting a survey of MPH programs in community health education and in preventive medicine, in collaboration with the Council of MPH Accredited Programs in Health Education and the Council on Education for Public Health.

(e) Continuation of an individual-giving program and endowment to provide funds for leadership development, scholarships, distance learning, and other goals in SOPHE’s strategic plan.
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