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Accreditation
Accreditation is a process by which a recognized professional body evaluates an entire program against predetermined criteria or standards (Cleary, 1995).

Accreditation is the process by which an agency or organization evaluates and recognizes an institution or program of studies as meeting certain predetermined criteria or standards (National Center for Health Education and National Task Force on The Preparation and Practice of Health Education, 1986).

Advanced Level

Advanced level is a completed course of post-baccalaureate study (Masters and/or Doctorate) that includes career-related experiences offered through a college or university, which prepares individuals to practice competently in the health education field.

Certification

Certification is a process by which a professional organization grants recognition of an individual who, upon completion of a competency-based curriculum, can demonstrate a predetermined standard of performance (Cleary, 1995).

Certification and Registration

Certification and registration are the processes by which a nongovernmental agency or association grants recognition to an individual who has met certain predetermined qualifications specified by the agency or association.  Such qualifications may include: 

a) graduation from an accredited or approved program;

b) acceptable performance on a qualifying examination or series of examinations; and

c) completion of a given amount of work experience 

(National Center for Health Education and National Task Force on the Preparation and Practice of Health Education, 1986).

Competencies  

The standards of practice for health educators based upon seven areas of responsibility: assess individual and community needs for health education; plan effective health education programs; implement health education programs; evaluate the effectiveness of health education programs; coordinate the provision of health education services; act as a resource person in health education; and communicate health and health education needs, concerns and resources (National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc., 2003).

Credentialing

Credentialing is an umbrella term that refers to several processes put in place to ensure that persons who deliver a given service have obtained a minimum level of competency (skills, ability, and knowledge).  These processes include the accreditation of institutions and licensure or certification/registration of individuals (National Center for Health Education and National Task Force on the Preparation and Practice of Health Education, 1986).

Deeming/Grandfathering
To exempt (one involved in an activity or business) from new regulations (certification or accreditation). (Adapted from The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition, 2000)

Entry Level
Entry level is a completed course of undergraduate study (baccalaureate) that includes career-related experiences offered through a college or university, which prepares individuals to practice competently in the health education field.

Graduate Level

Graduate level is a completed course of post-baccalaureate study (Masters and/or Doctorate) that includes career-related experiences offered through a college or university, which prepares individuals to practice competently in the health education field.

Health Education

Any combination of planned learning experiences based on sound theories that provide individuals, groups, and communities the opportunity to acquire information and the skills needed to make quality health decisions (American Association for Health Education/American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation and Dance, 2001).

Licensure

Licensure is concerned with protection of the public.  It is a process by which an agency of government (usually state) grants permission to individuals to practice a given profession by certifying that those licensed have attained specific standards of competency (Cleary, 1995).

Licensure is that process by which an agency of government grants permission to persons to engage in a give profession or occupation by certifying that those licensed have obtained a minimum degree of competency necessary to ensure that the public health, safety and welfare will be reasonable well-protected (National Center for Health Education and National Task Force on the Preparation and Practice of Health Education, 1986).

Professional preparation

An undergraduate or graduate course of study that includes career-related experiences offered through an accredited college or university, which is designed to prepare individuals to practice competently in the health education field.  
Undergraduate 

A student enrolled in a four- or five-year bachelor's degree program, an associate degree program, or a vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate. (Common Data Set of U.S. Higher Education Terminology, 2001)

