Acronyms

National Task Force on Accreditation in Health Education

AAHE, American Association for Health Education (under AAHPERD)

The American Association for Health Education (AAHE) advances the health education profession by serving health educators and other professionals who strive to promote the health of all people.   AAHE achieves this through the development and promulgation of standards, resources, and services regarding health education to professionals and non-professionals. 

CAMP, Council of Accredited MPH Programs in Health Education

The Council of Accredited MPH Programs in Health Education (CAMP) was organized in 1999 to enhance the public’s health by fostering and promoting the interests of accredited community health education programs and their respective institutions. CAMP programs emphasize teaching, community involvement, competency-based practice, and professional development.

CEPH, Council on Education for Public Health

The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) is an independent agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education to accredit schools of public health, community health education programs, and community health/prevention medicine programs.  These schools and program prepare students for entry into careers in public health.  The primary professional degree is the Masters of Public Health (MPH) but other masters and doctoral degrees are offered as well.  

CHES, Certified Health Education Specialist

An individual who has met required health education training qualifications, successfully passed a competency-based examination administered by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc., and satisfies the continuing education requirement to maintain the national credential. (American Association for Health Education/American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation and Dance, 2001).

CUP, Competencies Update Project

The Competency Update Project is a multi-phase project to establish valid and verified competencies for both entry and advanced levels of health education practice.  This ongoing project involves the re-verification of entry-level competencies to ensure that they reflect current health education practice and serves to further integrate, refine, and validate advanced-level competencies.

HES, Health Education Specialist (proposed) 

An individual who has met required undergraduate level health education training qualifications from an accredited program, and successfully passes a proposed HES competency-based examination to be administered by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc., and satisfies the continuing education requirement to maintain the national credential.

IUHPE, International Union for Health Promotion and Education

The International Union for Health Promotion and Education is a professional organization committed to improving the health of the people of the world through education, community action, and the development of healthy public policies.
MHES, Masters Health Education Specialist (proposed) 

An individual who has met required graduate level (Masters and/or Doctorate) health education training qualifications from an accredited program, and successfully passes a proposed MHES competency-based examination to be administered by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc., and satisfies the continuing education requirement to maintain the national credential.

NCATE, National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education manages the professional accreditation process for schools, colleges and departments of education.   NCATE is the teacher education profession’s mechanism to help establish high quality teacher preparation.

NCHEC, National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc. 

NCHEC seeks to improve the practice of health education and to serve the public and profession of health education by certifying health education specialists, promoting professional development, and strengthening professional preparation and practice.














SABPAC, SOPHE/AAHE Baccalaureate Program Approval Committee

The SOPHE/AAHE Baccalaureate Program Approval Committee (SABPAC) is a voluntary credentialing body for undergraduate professional programs in health education.  Approval is a designation awarded by a conjoint committee of the Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) and American Association for Health Education (AAHE).  Approval is recognized by the profession as a standard for entry-level health education preparation programs.

SOPHE, Society for Public Health Education

SOPHE is an independent, international professional association made up of a diverse membership of health education professionals and students. The Society promotes healthy behaviors, healthy communities, and healthy environments through its membership, its network of local chapters, and its numerous partnerships with other organizations.

