February 18, 2003

Collins Airhihenbuwa, PhD

John P. Allegrante, PhD

Co-Chairs, Task Force on Accreditation in Health Education

c/o Society for Public Health Education

750 First Street, NE, Suite 910

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Dr Airhihenbuwa and Dr Allegrante:

Thank you for the information about the work of the SOPHE/AAHE Task Force on Accreditation in Health Education and your inquiry about the possible role of the Council on Education for Public Health in an expanded coordinated accreditation system for community health education programs.  The possibility of redefining our scope to include undergraduate programs would be a major change for us, involving many challenging issues.

The governing board of the Council unanimously concluded at our recent meeting that we would be willing to explore the addition of undergraduate community health education programs to our established areas of accreditation responsibility, recognizing that there are many details that would need to be considered and negotiated before coming to a final agreement. 

We also discussed under what circumstances we would be wiling – or not willing – to expand our agenda to include undergraduate preparation programs.  It is important to share these with you as your task force deliberates further:

1. Any expansion of responsibilities would have to be revenue neutral for the Council.  The majority of our financial support is generated through fees to participating schools and programs, so assumption of additional review responsibilities would have to generate sufficient funds to cover the costs of sustaining a quality accreditation program.

2. While community health education is a well established field of practice within public health, we are aware that all health education programs may not have a strong public health orientation.  The commitment to the public health knowledge base is the sine qua non of the Council’s accreditation policies and practices, regardless of field of practice, and would not be negotiable.
We look forward to hearing the recommendations of the task force.  If there is agreement within the health education profession to rely on CEPH for this important mechanism to promote quality in professional preparation programs, we hope that we can depend on your continued interest and involvement as we work through the details.







Sincerely,







Phoebe Lindsey Barton, PhD







President

cc:  CEPH Councilors
