National Task Force on Accreditation in Health Education

Current System of Quality Assurance Providers

By definition, credentialing is an umbrella term that refers to several processes put in place to ensure the persons who deliver a given services have obtained a minimum level of competence (i.e. skills, ability, knowledge). These processes include the accreditation of institutions and licensure, certification, or registration of individuals.  The following credentialing agencies provide the current system of quality assurance for the health education profession.
Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) 
CEPH is an independent agency recognized by the US Department of Education to accredit schools of public health and certain public health programs offered in settings other than schools of public health.  CEPH accredits schools of public health, community health education programs, and community health/preventive medicine programs.

SOPHE/AAHE Baccalaureate Program Approval Committee (SABPAC) (hyperlink to SABPAC on SOPHE website)

SABPAC is a voluntary credential for undergraduate professional program in health education. Approval is recognized by the profession as a standard for entry-level health education preparation programs.

National Council on Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)/AAHE
NCATE is the teacher education profession’s mechanism to help establish high quality teacher preparation.  NCATE provides professional accreditation of schools, colleges and departments of education.  The American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance, a member of NCATE, designated the American Association for Health Education (AAHE) to oversee the NCATE health education accreditation process. 

National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc. (NCHEC) 

The mission of NCHEC is to improve the quality of health education practice through the establishment, implementation, and maintenance of a certification process for individual health education specialists and through the promotion of scientific, ethical, and state-of-the-art programs of professional preparation and continuing education.  

