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Future Directions for Quality Assurance of

Professional Preparation in Health Education

SOPHE/AAHE Invitational Meeting

January 15-16, 2000

Need for the Meeting
In efforts to strengthen the profession of health education, the Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) and the American Association for Health Education (AAHE) are convening a joint meeting, January 15-16, 2000, to explore future directions for quality assurance in undergraduate and graduate health education.  Interest in convening this meeting is a natural outgrowth of several initiatives by AAHE and SOPHE in recent years as well as other influential related documents:  

· The SOPHE/AAHE Baccalaureate Program Approval Committee, which has been approving undergraduate programs for more than a decade;

· The document, “Standards for the Preparation of Graduate-Level Health Educators,” published by SOPHE and AAHE in 1997 and efforts to encourage graduate programs to adapt their curricula to ensure graduating students have such competencies;

· “The Health Education Profession in the Twenty-First Century: Setting the Stage,” a conference convened by the National Coalition of Health Education Organizations and the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing in 1995.  The meeting’s report recommended a variety of initiatives internal and external to the profession to move it forward in the new millennium.  A 21st Century Task Force, including AAHE and SOPHE representatives, has been meeting over the last 18 months to implement the report’s recommendations, which includes goals related to strengthening professional preparation.

· The 1997 publication by SOPHE and Johns Hopkins University, “Health Education in the 21st Century: A White Paper,” which recommended further examination of quality assurance approaches for health education at the graduate level; and

· The Fourth Report of the PEW Health Commission, “Recreating Health Professional Practice for a New Century,” (1998), outlining nine trends that will shape health care and professional practice in the years to come and competencies needed by health professionals to meet these challenges.

Given the recommendations from these reports and other reports as well as the maturation of the profession, both AAHE and SOPHE believe it is timely to examine ways to strengthen quality assurance mechanisms for professional preparation.  

At the undergraduate level, the current systems of quality assurance include the SOPHE/AAHE Baccalaureate Approval Committee (SABPAC) for community health education programs and the AAHE/National Council of Accreditation in Teacher Education (NCATE) for school health education programs.  At the graduate level, the Council on Education in Public Health (CEPH) accredits schools of public health (which must include health behavior/health education as one of five core public health disciplines) as well as MPH programs in community health education outside of schools of public health.  However, a large number of undergraduate and graduate programs are not credentialed via these mechanisms for various reasons. Thus, it seems timely to convene this meeting to provide insight and recommendations on possible future directions that may pursued on behalf of the health education profession.

Meeting Objectives

The objectives of this invitational meeting are to:

1. To review current mechanisms of quality assurance in professional preparation of undergraduate and graduate health education programs, including their mission, organization/structure, criteria, and the number of programs seeking accreditation/approval in recent years;

2. To analyze and discuss current environmental trends in health care, higher education, health education, and other areas that may impact future quality assurance efforts in professional preparation; 

3. To examine accreditation mechanisms employed by other professions outside health education, including the benefits and challenges of each approach.

4. To consider future options in program accreditation to promote the quality of health education professional preparation.

Recommendations from the invitational meeting will be forwarded to the SOPHE and AAHE Boards for further discussion and deliberation.  

Task Force to Organize the Meeting

To assist in planning this meeting, a joint SOPHE/AAHE Task Force was appointed by the AAHE and SOPHE Presidents in August 1999.  Task Force members include David Birch, Mary Hawkins, Bill Livingood, Elaine Vitello, Deitra Wengert, Becky Smith and Elaine Auld.  The group has held a series of conference calls over the past several months to develop the meeting agenda, background materials, and invitee list.  

Efforts have been undertaken to ensure meeting invitees are representative of a broad diversity of professional preparation programs.  A matrix was created to ensure consideration of:

· Size of student enrollment in program  - small, medium, large programs

· Health education degrees granted - baccalaureate, master’s, doctorate

· Current accreditation status - SABPAC, CEPH, NCATE (both programs accredited and not accredited)

· Institutional status - public vs. private

· Research vs. practice-oriented institution 

· Institutional hierarchy of program - aligned with allied health vs. school of education

· Geographic location

To encourage meeting participants to think creatively about efforts that might be undertaken, the task force has invited a representative of the Dept of Education as well as panelists from other professions outside of (but similar to) health education to address the following types of issues:  

· Types of credentialing/accreditation used, cycle, costs

· Formation and structure of their independent accrediting bodies

· Impact of accreditation system on the related professions

· Organizational/resource requirements

· Environmental scan in terms of future issues/challenges

Given the ambitious scope of the invitational meeting, notebooks containing background reading materials will be provided to all participants in advance of the meeting, e.g., similar to the approach used in the Bethesda II conference. 

